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In the succeeding ministry the King tad the un-
precedented courage to refuse to accept Rudini and
his programme, but admitted his inclusion in the
ministry of General Ricotti, an old and admirable
soldier and military organizer, who was resolved to
begin his administration by a long desired and
needed reorganization of the army, reducing its num-
bers and increasing its efficiency. On this point the
King was inflexible, for he always refused to allow
the army to be reduced organically, though he never
refused to accept such a diminution of the rank and
file as made it utterly inefficient for an emergency,
so long as the cadres and the number of officers were
not diminished. He sent a message to some senators
who were in his confidence to the effect that the
measure of Ricotti must be defeated there, as he
could not count on its being rejected by the popular
assembly. The senate rejected it, and Ricotti, un-
supported by his colleagues, resigned. The regime
of half measures and little men returned. The ac-
cession of Victor Emmanuel III. may bring about a
change, if the new King has statesmen to fall back
on, but I do not see them amongst the old men.
The only man competent to assume an effective
reconstitution of the state is Sidney Sonnino, the
Secretary of the Treasury with Crispi, but he is not
a popular man, and, if he attempts to govern by the
strong measures necessary, he will meet the same
hostility which always assailed Crispi. Nothing less
than the courage and abilities of a Cromwell could
reform government in Italy, and, in the opinion ofand anarchy in par-*
